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Merry Christmas!

Welcome to the final issue of Wildlife Matters for g
2011.

In this issue you can read about recent events at |
Rydymwyn including, our very well attended Fung_ .
Weekend and Forest School Fdays.
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olunteer Officer.

Fun Forest School Days

The October half term saw children between 5
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where they built shelters, made bows and
arrows, competed to build the tallest tower of
twigs and created autumn pictures out of
natural materials (see picture to left). There

§ were two days of woodland based activities, the
highlight of which was making a campfire and
toasting marshmallows. The event was so
successful that there will be another day
dedicated to fun in the woods on Friday 17th
February 2012. If you would like to book please
contact Rachel Bailey 01352 742115 or email
cweo@newwildlife.org.uk.
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| have recently started at NEWW as volunteer officer, and hit the ground

running! There are many volunteer projects in planning already, so watffroducing the newt

this space... | come from many years of volunteering myself for RSPB

National Trust, and have worked hard but thoroughly enjoyed myself. | ]

came to Wales originally just to volunteer for 3 and ¥ months near Bet\)@lunteer’mg 2
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best things about volunteering for me are working together on a common

goal, making a difference and having fun at the same time. If any Wildlife

Matters readers are interested in volunteering regularly or occasionally-@n€ End Update 3
feel free to contact me omolunteer@newwildlife.org.uk
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WILDLIFE MATTERS
Volunteering with NEWW

As some of you may know, we are currently reviewing our volunteering programme, with the airagtaldish

the regular volunteering programme early in the new year. Winter

# (although cold!) is the perfect time to carry out woodland

| management such as coppicing and tree planting. We have been
planting a hedge on the east side of the reserve at Rhydymwyn that
we need help finishing to provide a wildlife corridor. When spring
comes, we will, once again need help carrying out surveys such as

| amphibian and breeding birds. If you would like to register or indeed
re-register your interest, drop us an email on
volunteer@newwildlife.org.ukWe would also love to know if there
are any specific tasks that people would have a keen interest in,
which have or have not been run before. These may include training
days that would help you to become involved in our volunteering

@ activities, such as hedge laying, or surveying. We welcome any feed-
back that may help to improve volunteering with NEWWildlife. Watch
this space!!

KIM Group at Rhydymw
]GM Kindness in Mind (KIM) is a charity '

based in Flintshire and Wrexham, Bl
that provides opportunities for women who experience
mental health concerns and mental illness, to undertak
a range of group work and other positive experiences.
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Our aim at NEWW was to provide positive out-
door experiences, skills development activities and
training sessions. The women visited Rhydymwyn Val
Nature Reserve each Friday over a period of eight weeks
and took part in a wide range of conservation tasks and
wildlifet based activities. These included wildlife walks
which built identification skills such as wild flowers, birtfsyou have a group that would benefit from similar
and fungi, creating a hibernaculum, wild art, willow bedctivities, please contact either Rachel Bailey, the
management and helping to develop an outdoor classCommunity Wildlife Education Officer or, the Volunteers
room on the reserve by weaving a willow igloo. Officer, Kate Wilson and we will be glad to tailor a

programme to suit your needs.

The group makes a hibernaculum at the edge of the
wetland

This programme was very enjoyable for all
involved. It was made possible through funding from Tel: 01352 742115

Countryside Council for Wales _ o
Email cweo@newwildlife.org.uk or,

volunteer@newwildlife.org.uk
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Cyngor Cefn Gwlad Cymru
Countryside Council for Wales
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Remani JonBeserves Officer, Lane End, Buckley

It has been a busy time for wildlife on the Knowle Hill Reserve over the summer and agthenreserve provides
particularly good habitat for breeding scrghoving birds and many willow warbler families have been seen

frequently as well as less common birds such as bullfinch and even yellow hammer. This winter school children wil
be helping to improve the woodland areas for nuthatch and tree creepers by making bat boxes that will go up in
the northern part of the site. There will also bevanter bird surveytaking part onJanuary 14 2012 Meet at The

Cross Keys pub at 10am if you would like to be involved.

New ponds created on the Lane End development have provided a constant supply of water and mud for house
martins, swallows and larger herring and lesser black backed gulls throughout the hot, dry summer. The new
aquatic and terrestrial habitats at Lane End are starting to become established and winter homes for amphibians
have been created.

On the heath areas good numbers of common lizards have been seen
throughout the summer. Habitat management will commence next
spring on the heathland to prevent scrub encroachment (from
bramble, silver birch and oak). Get in touch if you would like to help.
A new Heritage Trail Interpretation sign has been erected in the
central areas of the site the links up to other areas historic interest

around Buckley.

For more information about how to involved at Knowle Hill please
contact Remani Jones so@newwildlife.org.uk

Common Lizard basking on ant hill

Fantastic Fungr!

Rhydymwyn Valley Nature Reserve played host to over 50 fungi
enthusiasts on the first weekend in October. Charles Aron, a well
known and experienced mycologist shared his knowledge on the well
attended training event on Saturday 1st and the following day, Sunday
2nd, he returned to Rhydymwyn to lead a family fungi foray day.

Visitors walked the reserve in groups to collect specimens after which,
we all met in the Fields Studies Centre to show our findings and
Identify them.

Always a popular event, this  Testing our identification skills on the
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website for future training |
courses and community
activities.

www.newwildlife.org.uk

Charles Aron shares his current research on
wax caps




