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IntroductionsñRachel Bailey 

I would like to introduce myself as the recently appointed Community 
Wildlife Education Officer and say a big hello to Wildlife Matters readers.  
My background is as an enthusiastic environmental educator and Forest 
School Practitioner.  I have previously worked with a wide range of    
charities and organisations including, The Wildlife Trusts, Groundwork 
and The Small Woods           
Association.  I am already    
enjoying my role with NEWW 
and look forward to working 
with the local community to 
deliver an engaging and       
exciting range of events and 
courses.  

Events Special 

Photos ©Dave Hill 

Welcome to the latest issue of Wildlife Matters.  With a 

new and exciting calendar of community events and 

courses planned, this edition has a special focus on 

Ω²ƘŀǘΩǎ hƴΩ ŀǘ wƘȅŘȅƳǿȅƴ bŀǘǳǊŜ wŜǎŜǊǾŜΦ   

Also in this issue, read about the well attended Elf & Fairy 

Academy, which was enjoyed by children of all ages (pg 1) 

and our latest work with community groups (Pg 4)  

Children and adults alike thoroughly enjoyed the Elf and 
Fairy themed event, held at Rhydymwyn Nature Reserve 
on Friday 2nd September.  Led by the recently             
appointed, Community Wildlife Education Officer,      
Rachel Bailey, the children aged between three and ten 
ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ΨŜƴǊƻƭƭŜŘΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨŀŎŀŘŜƳȅΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƻƪ 
part in a range of activities to become honorary elves 
and fairies. From carving wands, to creating elf horns 
out of hazel, the activities were varied enough to ensure 
boys and girls of all abilities could be included.               
All participants really embraced the theme, exploring 
the reserve for signs of elves and fairies and particularly 
enjoyed recreating the Fairy and Elf village using wood-
land materials, when their houses had been destroyed 
by a friendly but extremely clumsy dragon! 

Elf  and Fairy Event Enjoyed by All A house fit for an elf!  Just one of the wonderful 

creations built from nothing but collected natural 

materials and lots of imagination. 

Children weaved crowns and created magic potions. 

Right: Rachel Bailey instructing 

the elf and fairy group how to 

weave crowns. 

Wildlife Matters  



Wildlife Photography 

 

 

Winter Tree ID Course 

Thursday 9th January 

10.00τ16.00 

Develop your tree         
identification skills with this 

winter training course.  
Dr Goronwy Wynne and 
Joe Phillips will explain 
how to tell a tree from 
only its twigs and buds. 

 
£20 per Person 
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10th November  
  10τ4pm  

 
On November 
10th, Michael 
Kinsey will be 
teaching wildlife             
photography at                  
Rhydymwyn.  If 
you would enjoy 
developing you camera 
skills and learning how to 
best capture the beautiful 
flora and fauna of          
Rhydymwyn, then join us 
for this inspiring event. 

Cost: £20 per person 

Booking is Essential 

 

Santa Trail 
Saturday 10th December 

10.00 ð14.00 
Join NEWW and Friends of Rhydymwyn 
Valley for a fun packed event.  Follow 
our trail of clues around the reserve to 

find Santa.  Afterwards enjoy warm 
mince pies and craft activities in the Field 

Studies Centre. 
 

This is a free event but booking is Essential! 

Saturday 24th September   

10.00 ς16.00 

For anyone who enjoys learning all there is 

to know about Rhydymwyn Valley Nature Reserve                                        

and would love to enhance their knowledge 

and skills to lead their own group around the 

site, this event is for you.  Over the course of 

the day we will explore the reserve,            

discussing the history, how its managed for 

the benefit of wildlife and what species 

make it their home.  Participants will be 

given the opportunity to learn a bit more 

about the geography of the site and which 

areas hold sites of special interest for their 

group. 

Refreshments are provided, 

but please bring your own 

lunch.     

Leading Guided Walks Course 

Copyright Dave Hill 

Copyright Dave Hill 

Tracking and Bushcraft Courses 

Otter Spraint 

Otter Print 

Sunday 25th and 9th 
October 

10.00ς 16.00 
 

Mathew McIntyre will be 
talking bushcraft on  

Sunday 25th September. 
Join him and the NEWW 
team at Rhydymwyn to 

learn the basics of      
surviving in the 

outdoors.  
 

Free Event 

Mathew McIntyre returns 
to Rhydymwyn on 9th of 
October to run a course on 
wildlife tracking.  Discover 
how to recognise which 
mammal has left that   
footprint and how to     
Interpret the other signs 
animals leave behind.   

Tracking Course £20 

Booking for both courses 
Essential! 



 Thursday 29th September 
 

10.00τ16.00 
 

Local experts, Dr Goronwy 
Wynne and Joe Phillips are 
teaming up once more on 
29th September to lead a 
day of workshops and walks 
about local tree species and 
how to identify them.  If you 
would like to develop your 
skills in identifying trees    
using their leaves and fruit, 
join us between 10am and 
4pm at Rydymwyn Valley 
Nature Reserve.  
 
 

Charles will be returning to 
the reserve on the 2nd to 
guide visitors on a foray.  
This will be an opportunity 
for all the family to get     
involved in collecting fungi 
which, Charles will then help       
visitors identify. 

The Fungi Foray event runs 
from 10am until 2pm and is 
free of charge. 
 
Booking is essential for both 
events.  Please contact 
DŜƳƳŀ hΩaŀƭƭŜȅ ƻǊ wŀŎƘŜƭ 
Bailey on 01352 742115, or 
email: 
admin@newwildlife.org.uk  

Saturday 1st and Sunday 2nd 
of October will be a weekend 
dedicated to the wonderful 
and fascinating world of 
fungi.  Charles Aron will be 
leading two events at the  
Rydymwyn reserve.  A basic 
Fungi ID course will be held 
between 
10am and 
4pm on      
Saturday.  You 
will have the 
opportunity to 
learn about 
fungi        
structure, 
habitats and 
identification, 
including what 
species are likely to be found 
locally.  Then practice your 
skills on our second fungi 
event, taking place the      
following day!   
 

Cost: £20 per person 
 

Refreshments provided, but 
please bring your own lunch 
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Thursday 27th October or, 
why not both!  Suitable 
from ages 5 and upwards, 
these events are free of 
charge.  Please bring your 
own lunch.                    
Booking is essential!  To 
book a place, contact 
DŜƳƳŀ hΩaŀƭƭŜȅ ƻǊ      
Rachel Bailey on 01352 
742115, or email: 

admin@newwildlife.org.uk. 

November 26th until 4th December is National Tree 
Week in the UK and NEWW will be marking the event 
with 2 days of tree-related activities. 
 

On Wednesday 30th November, from 10am 
until 2pm, the Rhydymwyn team will be     
leading volunteers in tree management and  
planting activities.   
Following that, on Friday 2nd December, pre-
school children and their parents or carers are 
welcome to the reserve, where they can     
celebrate and learn about trees through 
games and activities. 

 Booking is essential! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cost: £20 per person 

 
Refreshments provided, 

but please bring your own 
lunch. 

Summer to Autumn Tree ID 
Forest School Fun 

this Half  Term 
 

Even though the new school 
term has just begun, the 
NEWW team are already 
planning some exciting    
activities for the October 
half term.  Rachel Bailey, 
Community Wildlife        
Education Officer, will be 
leading two funτfilled days 
at Rhydymwyn, with a     
Forest School theme.       
Activities will include,     
shelter building, carving, 
wild art and building a 
campfire.  Whatever the 
weather, wear suitable 
clothing and come and    
enjoy autumn on the       
reserve.  Join us, either 
Wednesday 26th or   Fantastic Fungi! 

Autumn-Winter Events  

National Tree Week Events 

 
 
 

Lichen Identification 
 
On Friday 28th October 
Rhdymwyn Valley Nature 
reserve is holding a Lichen 
identification course.  The 
day will run from 10am  
until 4pm and lichen and 
moss expert, Ray Woods 
will be leading. 
 

Cost: £20 per person 
 


